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Sponsor(s): Senate Committee on Natural Resources, Energy & Water
(originally sponsored by Senators Morton, Doumit, Hewitt, Hargrove,
Honeyford, T. Sheldon, Hale, Murray and Stevens)

Brief Description: Concerning storm water general discharge
permits. Revised for 1st Substitute: Concerning the conditioning
of industrial and construction storm water general discharge
permits.

SB 6415-S.E - DIGEST

(DIGEST AS ENACTED)

Finds that failure to prevent and control pollution
discharges, including those associated with storm water runoff, can
degrade water quality and damage the environment, public health,
and industries dependent on clean water such as shellfish
production.

Finds the nature of storm water presents unique challenges and
difficulties in meeting the permitting requirements under the
federal clean water act, 33 U.S.C. Sec. 1251 et seq., including
compliance with technology and water quality-based standards.

Finds that the federal clean water act, 33 U.S.C. Sec. 1251 et
seq., requires certain larger construction sites and industrial
facilities to obtain storm water permits under the national
pollutant discharge elimination system permit program.

Finds that under phase two of this program, smaller
construction sites are also required to obtain storm water permits
for their discharges.

Encourages, to the extent allowed under existing state and
federal law, an adaptive management approach to permitting storm
water discharges.

Finds that storm water management must satisfy state and
federal water quality requirements while also providing for
flexibility in meeting such requirement to help ensure
cost-effective storm water management.

Finds that the permitting of new and existing dischargers into
waters listed under 33 U.S.C. Sec. 1313(d) (section 303(d) of the
federal clean water act) presents specific challenges and is
subject to additional permitting restrictions under the federal
clean water act, 33 U.S.C. Sec. 1251 et seq.

Declares that general permits can be an effective and
efficient permitting mechanism for permitting large numbers of
similar dischargers.

Declares that an inspection and technical assistance program
for industrial and construction storm water general permits is
needed to ensure an effective permitting program. The legislature
also declares that such a program should be fully funded to ensure
its success.

Requires that, no later than December 31, 2006, the department
of ecology shall submit a report to the appropriate committees of
the legislature regarding methods to improve the effectiveness of
permit monitoring requirements in construction and industrial storm



water general permits. The department of ecology shall study and
evaluate how monitoring requirements could be improved to determine
the effectiveness of storm water best management practices and
compliance with state water quality standards.

Directs the department to establish permit fees for
construction and industrial storm water general permits as
necessary to fund the provisions of this act. When calculating
appropriate fee amounts, the department shall take into
consideration differences between large and small businesses and
the economic impacts caused by permit fees on those businesses.
Fees established under this section shall be adopted in accordance
with chapter 34.05 RCW.

Requires that, in its biennial discharge fees progress report
required by RCW 90.48.465, the department shall include a detailed
accounting regarding the method used to establish permit fees, the
amount of permit fees collected, and the expenditure of permit
fees. The detailed accounting shall include data on inspections
conducted and the staff hired to implement the provisions of this
act.

Provides that the act shall be null and void if appropriations
are not approved.


